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YOUTH DISCONNECTION IN  
HAMPTON ROADS 



• Provide tools for understanding well-being  
• Breathe life into numbers 
• Create metrics focused on how people are doing  
• Informed by the human development approach  
• Calculate the American Human Development Index  

 
 

ABOUT MEASURE OF AMERICA 

@MOA_org 



 
 

 
 
• Human development is about the real freedom ordinary 

people have to decide who to be, what to do, and how to 
live  

• Measured by the American Human Development Index—
combines health, education, and earnings data 

 
 
 
 

 

 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT— 
ASSESSING PROGRESS USING HUMAN METRICS 

@MOA_org 



 
WHY WE FOCUS ON YOUTH DISCONNECTION 

“Emerging adulthood” – the teens and early twenties — is 
when people build many of the capabilities required for a 
good life. 
 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through their experiences in classes, sports, clubs, camps, faith-based groups, internships, and rst jobs, connected young people lay the groundwork for freely chosen, rewarding lives. 

Disconnected young people are cut off from these critical resources and experiences, from mentors and motivated peers to diplomas, certi cates, and job contacts to positive experiences that foster feelings of dignity and belonging. Research shows that being disconnected as a young person has long-term consequences;�it’s associated with lower earnings, less education, worse health, and even less happiness in later adulthood.4 And society as a whole pays a price in terms of reduced competitiveness, lower tax revenues, and higher health and criminal justice costs, to name just a few.5 




• Between 16 and 24 
 
• Neither in school nor working 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCONNECTED, OR OPPORTUNITY,  YOUTH 
ARE: 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Young people in this age range who are working,  are in school full- or part-time, or are in the military are “connected.”
Some groups modify this definition and get different numbers as a result.




 
 

YOUTH DISCONNECTION NATIONALLY 
AND IN HAMPTON ROADS  

@MOA_org 



US YOUTH DISCONNECTION HAS FALLEN SINCE 2010 
NATIONAL CONTEXT 



BUT RACIAL AND ETHNIC GAPS REMAIN 
NATIONAL CONTEXT 



NATIVE AMERICAN RATE IS MORE THAN TRIPLE  
ASIAN AMERICAN RATE 

@MOA_org 



YOUTH DISCONNECTION IN HAMPTON ROADS 
• Hampton Roads is faring better than Virginia and the 

United States as a whole 
 



BUT MILITARY PRESENCE LOWERS RATE 



YOUTH DISCONNECTION IN HAMPTON ROADS 
BY NEIGHBORHOOD 

Note: data are for civilian youth only 



YOUTH DISCONNECTION IN HAMPTON ROADS 
RACE/ETHNICITY AND GENDER 

Note: data are for civilian youth only 



 
 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?  
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OPPORTUNITY 
YOUTH DIFFER 
FROM CONNECTED 
YOUTH IN 
IMPORTANT WAYS 
 
・ 65 percent 
more likely to be 
poor 
 
・ Four times as 
likely to have a 
child 
 
・ Three times 
as likely to have 
a disability 
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HIGH-DISCONNECTION NEIGHBORHOODS DIFFER 
FROM HIGH-CONNECTION NEIGHBORHOODS 

• High rates of disconnection 
a decade ago 

• Low levels of human 
development 

• Adults who struggle with 
disconnection—high rates 
of adult unemployment, 
low levels of adult 
educational attainment 

• A high degree of racial 
segregation 

Tim Lahan for The New York Times 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
High rates of disconnection a decade ago. Rates of youth disconnection by neighborhood in 2000 were
highly predictive of the rates of youth disconnection by neighborhood in 2011, even controlling for population growth and demographic change. This finding suggests that in high-disconnection neighborhoods, being out of work and school is persistent and commonplace and, as a result, almost the norm for young people. It also indicates that efforts to address the problem at scale have failed, or, in some places, not even taken place.

Low levels of human development. Human development is about improving people’s well-being and expanding their choices and opportunities; we measured this concept with the American Human Development Index, a composite of health, education, and income indicators. Neighborhoods with low scores on the Index tended to have high rates of disconnection, and high-scoring areas had relatively few disconnected young people.

High rates of poverty. In high-poverty neighborhoods, about one in five young people were disconnected, as compared with only about one in fourteen for youth in low-poverty neighborhoods.

High rates of adult unemployment. Parents who themselves struggle with weak attachment to the labor market are less able to help their children gain a foothold in the world of work than parents with robust employment histories. This commonsense observation showed up clearly in the data: there was a strong positive relationship at the neighborhood level between adult employment and youth connection to school and work.

Low levels of adult educational attainment. As with the link between adult and youth employment, the link between adult educational levels and youth school attachment is both intuitive and supported by the evidence: at both the metro area and neighborhood levels, how much education adults had strongly predicted how likely young people were to be in school in the 16-to-24-year-old age range.

A high degree of racial segregation. A complex combination of factors related to both race and place contributes to youth disconnection. The divides between racial and ethnic groups at the national level are striking; blacks are almost three times as likely to be disconnected as Asian Americans. Worse still are the chasms that open up when analyzing race and place together between cities; black young adults in greater Las Vegas (with a disconnection rate of 33.2 percent) are six times as likely to be out of school and work as white youth in greater Bridgeport, Connecticut (5.5 percent). And previous Measure of America research7 has shown the greatest gaps of all are between overwhelmingly white and overwhelmingly black neighborhoods within metro areas; in greater Chicago, Washington, DC, and Philadelphia, at least ten times as many young people living in a few predominately black neighborhoods were disconnected as youth living in a few nearly all-white neighborhoods.




SEGREGATION 
MATTERS  

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Low disconnection in affluent white areas, high disconnection in low-income black & brown areas

・ Lake View and Lincoln Park: 2.9 percent

・South Lawndale and Lower West Side: 33.2 percent




 
 
 
POVERTY 
INCREASES 
RISK, AND 
RACE 
INTENSIFIES 
THAT RISK 
 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
⚫️High income Native American youth are as likely to be disconnected as poor white youth.

⚫️ High income black young people are as likely to be disconnected as poor Asian youth.




STRUCTURAL ISSUES FUEL DISCONNECTION 

 
• Racial discrimination 
• Residential segregation by race and ethnicity 
• Disinvestment in communities of color 
• Human poverty over generations 
• Income inequality 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



RURAL AREAS HAVE HIGHER DISCONNECTION 
RATES THAN URBAN AREAS AND SUBURBS  

@MOA_org 



REPERCUSSIONS ARE CUMULATIVE 
Strikingly divergent paths after 15 years 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Those focused on understanding youth and measuring progress do a lot of short-term tracking. 

Understandably so, because it is resource intensive to follow people overtime. But if you only look for outcomes after a few years, there aren’t huge differences between connected and disconnected youth. 

Sooo, WEEE looked at the effects of disconnection duration on life outcomes.

What we show with this data is that the repercussions are cumulative and can sometimes only show up a decade or more later. 

And, we then estimate the costs of disconnection in the future for both young people and in the communities they live.




POTENTIAL TAX REVENUE GAIN 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next we took that difference in earnings after 15 years, about 30,000, and calculated what the Income tax revenue for governments could be if we keep youth connected. On average,  the federal government would earn about $11,900 per year in additional tax revenue per connected young adult. Multiply this figure by the number of disconnected youth today and the result is an estimated $55 billion in potential future federal annual revenue gain. This is approximately equal to all of Apple’s annual profits, according to Forbes.
Next,  we selected four cities that hosted a one hundred K opportunity fair. We multiplied the potential tax revenue gain by the current number of disconnected youth living in the metro area . Potential future revenue ranges from $155 million in Atlanta to over $600 million annually in the Los Angeles metro area. 



 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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RIGOROUS EVALUATIONS HAVE FOUND THAT: 
• Successful programs address many challenges and 

needs.  
• Short-term programs seldom bring long-term 

benefits.  
• Paid work creates a virtuous circle.  
• Young people need preparation for a career, not just 

a (low-wage, low-skill) job.  
• Restorative discipline reduces dropout and disrupts 

the school-to-prison pipeline.  
• For rural youth, opportunity is often far from home.  
• Employers must be part of the solution. 



DATA & GOAL-SETTING 
Collective impact 

Source: National League of Cities, “Reengagement Policy Brief: Cities Setting Goals for Opportunity Youth October 2017.” 

MOA strategy 

EXAMPLES 

(South Seattle) 

1. Determine baseline 
 

2. Set common goal that 
is ambitious              
yet realistic  
 

3. Track progress 
 

• Coordination among 
stakeholders 
 

• Backbone organization 
 
• Collective data 

infrastructure 



DISCONNECTED YOUTH 
DATA & GOAL-SETTING 

CASE STUDY: SAN DIEGO WORKFORCE PARTNERSHIP 

GOAL 1 | Cut the rate GOAL 2 | Halve the gap 
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Data by: 
• Metropolitan Area 

• Racial/Ethnic 
disaggregations  
where available 

• Congressional District 
• State  
• County 

 
 measureofamerica.org/disconnected-youth/ 

GET THE DATA! 

@MOA_org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On that note, if your organization is interested in data, we have tons of it just for this purpose! You can see how different regions are doing and track progress for your own region over time. 
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